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“Play is our brain’s favorite 
way of learning.”

- -Diane Ackerman



First - Traditions!

Wacky Wednesday

Thankful 
Thursday

I am thankful for.. 
“My teeth and my dogs.”

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1A25iokg8QiHiCKZKxU9J50vpRiCPw9Dd/preview


—Margaret Gilman

“I have to say, this 
year is full of 
silver-linings.”

NNS Principal



2020 Silver Linings:

Incredible Parent 
Engagement

Parents are involved in their 
students’ education in a way 

like never before

Professional 
Development

Spring & Fall PD helped us prepare 
to transition to remote this fall.

Tremendous Staff
Staff have continuously risen to 

the challenges of 2020 and 
shown their dedication to their 

wonderful students.

Cohorts Create a 
Family Feeling

Togetherness & Cohesion 
like never before.

Understanding: we truly 
need each other.



Cultivating Joy - in Person





Cultivating Joy Remotely

“I Know I Can” 
lesson w/ACPE

Reindeer Puppets in 
Mrs. Rizzo’s Class

JamBoard Fun in 
Ms. Love’s Class

Halloween Costume Party in 
Mrs. Barnes’ Class

Science Lesson 
w/Mr. Doth in 2nd Grade!



Getting Creative to Connect

Sticker Contest

Spirit Week

The Great NNS Halloween Drop-Off

NNS Outdoor Classroom

Connection

Goals:

Creativity

Celebration

Problem-Solving

Joy

Title & Intervention Home Visits

New Schedule for Remote Learning



Instruction for all students via 
Zoom9:25AM

Staff Virtual Office Hours2-3PM
Specials, Intervention Services, 
One-on-One Reading Lessons, 
Battle of the Books, Student 
Leadership Team

Throughout 
the day

Remote Instruction Schedule



Title & Intervention Home Visits + Support

Tricia Young
Interventionist

Shannon Porter
Title I Teacher

● Delivered a backpack with 
books & treats to each student

● 30 min. reading lessons every 
day over Zoom

Targeted

Efforts 
are:

Personalized

Consistent

Priceless 
Connections

Academic 
Gains

● Delivered a backpack with 
books & treats to each student

● 30 min. reading & math lessons 
over Zoom 

Results 
Include:



Together Again & It Feels So Good!



Spirit Week & The Great Nikiski Drop-Off



Our Brand New Outdoor Classroom



Getting Creative to Stay Connected

NNS Holiday Express + Food Drive

Student Leadership Team

“If I Built a House” Story & 
Birdhouse Build
Chris Fascione, Professional 
Storyteller all-school assembly

Connection

Goals:

Literacy

Social 
Interactions

A chance to 
give back

JOY

Battle of the Books



Battle of the Books - All Welcome!



Student Leadership TeamOpen to all students grades 3-5 who want to get involved!

JamBoard 

Brainstorm

Who needs help?

Getting
Started

How can we 
(safely) help?

NNS Food 
Drive!



Sharing Holiday Cheer 
- not Germs!

Safety 
& Joy

Grades 1 & 2 
Zoom w/Santa

Thank You Santa 
& Nikiski Fire 
Department!

Grades 3, 4 & 5 
Zoom w/Santa

Santa Meet & 
Greet Outdoor 
Classroom

NNS Holiday 
Express!

Open to all N
NS 

families - past, 

present & future



Here comes Santa Claus!



The Nikiski North Star Holiday Express



Happy Holidays!



Read aloud & family fun 
building event!

“If I Built a House”

River City Books

Thanks to our 
partners:

Nikiski Hardware Store

Hands On 

Learning 

& FUN!



All-School Assembly with Chris Fascione, 
Professional Storyteller



“But are the 
kids learning?”
● Daily 1:1 reading instruction for 1st grade
● Learning long division via telephone
● Improved reading scores even for a 

student with no internet

Troubleshooting 
Tech

Skills:

Resilience

Adaptability

Communication

Working  
Independently

Self-Advocacy



Physical Education with Mr. Way

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1t_PPkOIl52b96m8d5oBbDc616LDqDsmN/preview


https://docs.google.com/file/d/1JasWJqgoHK9JgqGrCe1-ixHWFJcxjXPY/preview


Dear School 

Board Members, 

For all of
 the 

support,
 many 

thanks from our 

crew to your
s!

- NNS



The End
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