
Kenai Peninsula Borough School District 
 

Student Assessments /Graduation Results 
 

2019-2020 School Year 
 

Public Copy 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John OBrien 
Superintendent 

February 24, 2021 



 

2019-2020  
School Board Members 
 

Debbie Cary 
Jason Tauriainen, Clerk 
Virginia Morgan 
Mike Illg, Treasurer 
Zen Kelly, Vice President 
Greg Madden 
Matt Morse 
Patti Truesdell 
Penny Vadla, President 
 
Cameron Blackwell 
Student Representative 
 
Debbie Tressler 
Administrative Secretary 
 

District Staff 
 
John O’Brien, Superintendent 
Dave Jones, Assistant Superintendent 
Nate Crabtree, Director Human Resources and PD 
Clayton Holland, Director of Pupil Services 
Christine Ermold, Director of Professional Learning and Federal Programs 
John Pothast, Director of Innovation and Strategic Planning  
Tim Vlasak, Director of Schools and Compliance  



 

2019-2020 

District wide Assessment Program  
Each year, the Kenai Peninsula Borough School District assesses student achievement using a 
variety of measures. The Kenai Peninsula Borough School District will administer the following 
assessments during the 2020-2021 school year: 

 

 

 
 



 
 

2019 - 2020 
Performance Evaluation of Alaska’s Schools (PEAKS) ELA & Math  
and Alaska Science  

In the spring of 2020, the federal government waived the requirement for state assessments 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. As a result, the PEAKS assessment was not administered to 
students in the 2019-2020 school year.  

 

 



 
 

2019-2020 
English Language Learners – ACCESS/WIDA Assessment 

English Language Proficiency Assessment 

In early 2011, the Alaska Department of Education & Early Development signed a memorandum of 
understanding with the University of Wisconsin-Madison's Center for Educational Research to 
obtain a new English language proficiency assessment. The test, Assessing Comprehension and 
Communication in English State-to-State for English Language Learners (ACCESS for ELs) is a 
product of the World-Class Instructional Design and Assessment Consortium (WIDA). 

The English Language Proficiency Assessment (ELPA) is used in determining when English 
Learners (ELs) have attained full language proficiency in the areas of reading, writing, listening and 
speaking. All students identified as a Limited English Proficiency (LEP) in grades K-12 are required 
to take the ELPA. The ELPA is administered in the spring using the ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Assessment. 
 
In 2015-2016, the WIDA Consortium began administration of the new summative assessment. The 
online assessment replaced the earlier paper-based assessment, ACCESS for ELLs. 
 
In 2016-2017, to meet language demands of college and career readiness standards, the WIDA 
consortium upped the bar through a process of standard setting. As a result, ELs are required to 
demonstrate higher language skills to achieve the same proficiency levels.  Speaking expectations 
increased the most, followed by Reading and Writing. The entire state saw a dip in overall 
proficiencies on the ACCESS test administered in February 2017.  The following graphics display 
how students have performed over the past four years. 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

2019-2020 
English Language Learners – ACCESS/WIDA Assessment 

 



 

2019-2020 
District Assessment: MAPS   
 

In FY 20, the spring benchmarks for MAPS did not occur because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The below graphic is for the winter FY 20 MAPS benchmark.  

MAPs is a nationally normed online computer-adaptive diagnostic assessment.  Grades 3-10 are 
assessed three times a year in Reading, Mathematics, and Language Arts. The table below 
indicates grades k-10 as special circumstances needed additional grade level students 
accessed. The assessment provides for more accurate student placement, diagnosis of instruct-
ional needs and measurement of student gains across reporting periods (Fall, Winter, Spring).  



 

 



 

2019-2020 
District Assessment: Aimsweb   
 

In FY 20, the spring benchmarks for Aimsweb did not occur because of the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Aimsweb is a form of curriculum-based measurement (CBM), used for universal screening three 
times a year and progress monitoring when needed in grades K-12. This form of brief 
assessment measures overall performance of key foundational skills at each grade level to 
provide accurate prediction of reading and math achievement. KPBSD assesses early literacy 
and math skills (TEL and TEN), reading fluency (R-CBM) and basic math computation (M-COMP) 
and math concepts and applications (M-CAP). Assessments are given in Fall, Winter & Spring. As 
a district assessment, students in Grades K – 5 are required to test. 

 



 

2019-2020 
KPBSD Graduation Rate – Five Year Trend 

  



 

2019-2020 
KPBSD Graduation Rate by School 

 



 

2019-2020 
KPBSD Dropout Rates - Five Year Trend (2016-2020) 
 

 



 

2019– 2020 

KPBSD Dropouts Grades 7 – 12 
 

 

^ Student Data suppressed due to possible student identification. Enrollment Based on Fall OASIS; dropouts as 
reported in Summer OASIS data file; final dropout rate determined at the State level based on all student 
movement with Alaska. Data from Summer OASIS file submission FY20. 
 



 

2019-2020 

KPBSD Transient Rates 
 

 



 

2019 – 2020 

ACT [2016 – 2020 Five Year Trend] 

The ACT® test measures high school students' general educational development and predicts 
their ability to complete college-level work. The multiple-choice tests cover four skill areas: 
English, mathematics, reading, and science. The writing test, which is optional, measures skill in 
planning and writing a short essay.   

 



 

2019 – 2020 
SAT – [2017-2020]  

In March of 2016, the new SAT was released. The redesigned SAT provides more robust data 
and uses a two section score (Evidenced based Reading & Writing [EWR] and Math) and one 

composite score. As a result, 2017 was the benchmark year for new SAT and reporting. 

 

 

 

Data from CollegeBoard SAT Annual Report - KPBSD 



 
 

2019 – 2020 

Alaska Performance Scholarship (APS) 
 

The Alaska Performance Scholarship provides an opportunity for Alaska high school students to 
earn a scholarship to help cover the cost of an Alaska postsecondary education.  The first 
graduating class to be eligible for the APS was in summer of 2011. Course requirements then 
continued to step up through the 2015 school year at which time they “topped” out. 
 
In June of 2016 State law that had required graduates to take an ACT, SAT or WorkKeys 
assessment expired. Therefore, students no longer needed to take this assessment and the 
department of education no longer paid for the assessment. Completing one of these 
assessments and meeting the target is a requirement of the APS.  As a result, there was a drop 
in the number of students completing the required assessment and a drop in number of 
graduates eligible for the award. 
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