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September 23%, 2022
To Whom it May Concern;

We, the parents and community members of Nikolaevsk School service area, are coming
together to write this letter to advocate a proposed culturally and community relevant Charter
School. We are advocating to move through the process to open up the Nikolaevsk School next
school year as a culturally and community relevant charter school. We feel it is vitally important
to our children there is no delay in the process..

In recent years the enrollment levels have declined with many families choosing home
school or another public school outside of their service area as their option for education. This

has been for a variety of reasons but ultimately many families do not feel supported or heard in

the current school model or the district for that matter. We believe this is due to a breakdown in

partnership between the school and the community.

We also do not feel that the current school model reflects the community values nor does
it model our Alaskan ways of life. In the most recent Nikolaevsk City Council Meeting it was
proposed and accepted af that meeting to move forward with advocating for a charter school
model using the existing school building. We believe the building is in good working order and
provides the space for this opportunity.

Nikolaevsk is considered a Russian Orthodox community and we would like to invest in
the larger community culture of Nikolaevsk by offering our children a school that represents the

home values so many of our families or neighbors have. The current school model does not

reflect the opportunity for our families who engage in Russian Orthodox beliefs and holidays to

sustain a traditional education due to cultural practices that would prevent a student from
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that requires ample times to hunt, fish, and gather for our families. We as parents and community

members understand the importance of education for our children but also understand that a
school should be reflective of the community it serves.

We understand that when children are given the opportunity to see their cultures and -
values represented in their world and shared with their peers it sustains and builds partnership for
the future generations of our community. We the parents and community members believe that
our children and future generations deserve to have an educational system that reflects who they

are and all they can be. It is because of that belief we are signing our name to this letter to

advocate for our school to representative of our community. We believe our school should be a

community place not just a place in the community.
Please hear us, please help us, please support us.

Thank you,

The Parents and Community Members of Nikolaevsk School.
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September 23,2022

To Whom it May Concern;

. . . -
We. the parents and community members of Nikolacvsk School service area, are coming

togcther to write this letter to advocate a proposed culturally and community relevant Charter

School. We are advocating to move through the process to open up the Nikolaevsk School next

school year as a culturally and community relevant charter school. We feel it is vitally important

to our children there is no delay in the process.
In recent years the enrollment levels have declined with many families choosing home
school or another public school outside of their service area as their option for education. This

has been for a variety of reasons but ultimately many families do not feel supported or heard in

the current school model or the district for that matter. We believe this is due to a breakdown in

partnership between the school and the community.

We also do not feel that the current school model reflects the community values nor does
it model our Alaskan ways of life. In the most recent Nikolaevsk City Council Meeting it was
proposed and accepted at that meeting to move forward with advocating for a charter school

model using the existing school building. We believe the building is in good working order and

provides the space for this opportunity.

Nikolaevsk is considered a Russian Orthodox community and we would like to invest in

the larger community culture of Nikolaevsk by offering our children a school that represents the

home values so many of our families or neighbors have. The current school model does not

reflect the opportunity for our families who engage in Russian Orthodox beliefs and holidays to

sustain a traditional education due to cultural practices that would prevent a student from
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attending school during those times. Nor does the current school model the home language of
Nikolaevsk. On top of Nikolacvsk being a Russian Orthodox culture many of our families,
including families outside of the Russian Orthodox culture, participate in a subsistence lifestyle
that requires ample times to hunt, fish, and gather for our families. We as parents and community

members understand the importance of education for our children but also understand that a
school should be reflective of the community it serves.
We understand that when children are given the Opportunity to see their cultures and

values represented in their world and shared with their peers it sustains and builds partnership for

the future generations of our community. We the parents and community members believe that

advocate for our school to representative of our community. We believe our school should be a

community place not just a place in the community.

Please hear us, please help us, please support us.

Thank you,

The Parents and Community Members of Nikolaevsk School.
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