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Criterion-Based Assessments vs. Normative-Based Assessments 

AK STAR
*mCLASS
*iReady
Classroom Tests

NWEA MAP Growth

https://www.renaissance.com/2018/07/11/blog-criterion-referenced-tests-norm-referenced-tests/ 
*Results are available in normative terms also, but what is reported out are criterion-based results. 

Measures 
what students 
SHOULD be 
able to do.

Measures 
what 

students 
CAN do.
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KPBSD allows teachers of any grade to use MAP Growth assessments so district data includes grades K-12. Only grades 3-10 are required to test. 
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KPBSD allows teachers of any grade to use MAP Growth assessments so district data includes grades K-12. Only grades 3-10 are required to test. 

FY26 Fall to 
Winter

Only 50% of 
students are 
expected to 
meet their 
projected 
growth. In 

every grade, 
more than 

50% of 
students met 

their projected 
growth.



KPBSD allows teachers of any grade to use MAP Growth assessments so district data includes grades K-12. Only grades 3-10 are required to test. 

FY26 Fall to 
Winter

KPBSD students 
made the most 

growth in 
Language Usage 
where again, in 

every grade, 
more than 50% 
of students met 
their projected 

growth.



KPBSD allows teachers of any grade to use MAP Growth assessments so district data includes grades K-12. Only grades 3-10 are required to test. 

FY26 Fall to 
Winter

Again, in every 
grade, 50% or 

more of 
students met 

their projected 
growth.



In July, NWEA 
completed a new 

linking study between 
MAP Growth and AK 

STAR using the 
updated 2025 norms. 



MAP Growth Projected Proficiency 
vs. AK STAR Actual Proficiency 

Reading FALL WINTER SPRING

24/25 39% 39.9% 38.4%

Math FALL WINTER SPRING

24/25 30.2% 31.5% 34.1%

ACTUAL

37.35%

ACTUAL

38.78%

25/26 39.1% 39.7%

25/26 39.1% 32.4%
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Thank you! 


