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KPBSD Board Goal: ELA

Goal 1: English Language Arts Proficiency 
Students will demonstrate increasing proficiency in English Language Arts, ensuring they 
are prepared for success in school and life. Progress toward this goal will be measured 
by increasing the percentage of students scoring proficient or advanced on the state 
English Language Arts summative assessment (currently AK STAR) by five percentage 
points from the 2026 baseline to the 2027 assessment.



Alaska State-wide Literacy Screener
Statutory Requirement AS 14.30.760

Alaska State-wide Literacy Screener
Statutory Requirement AS 14.30.760



Types of Assessment used by Alaska DEED and KPBSD



Historical Data and Growth K-3

Beginning of the Year (BOY) vs 

End of the Year (EOY)





2023-2024 2024-2025 2025-2026

KPBSD 62% → 36% 58% → 34% 53% → 32%

Alaska 62% → 41% 56% → 41% 56% → 40%

National 52% → 38% 51% → 36% 50% → 36%

AT-RISK POPULATION TRENDS

Reduction in "Well Below" & "Below" Benchmark 
Scores (Beginning of Year to End of Year)



LONGITUDINAL RISK REDUCTION

Three-Year Trend (Well Below & Below 
Benchmark at End of Year)

2023-2024

36%
2024-2025

34%

LOWEST RISK

2025-2026

32%
Alaska: 41%

National: 38%
Alaska: 41%

National: 36% Alaska: 40%
National: 36%



ACCELERATED RISK MITIGATION

Percent Decrease in Non-Proficient Students
Combined "Well Below" & "Below" Reductions (Beginning of Year to End of Year)

2023-2024

-26%
KPBSD Reduction

2024-2025

-24%
KPBSD Reduction

2025-2026

-21%
KPBSD Reduction

Alaska: -21%
National: -14%

Alaska: -15%
National: -15%

Alaska: -16%
National: -14%



Cohort 2023-2024 2024-2025 2025-2026

KPBSD 38% → 64% 42% → 66% 47% → 68%

Alaska 38% → 59% 44% → 59% 44% → 60%

National 48% → 62% 49% → 64% 50% → 64%

PROFICIENCY GROWTH TRENDS

Increase in "At" & "Above" Benchmark Scores 
(Beginning of Year to End of Year)



LONGITUDINAL GROWTH

Three-Year Proficiency Trend 
(At & Above Benchmark End Of Year)

2023-2024

64%
2024-2025

66%
2025-2026

68%
+5% vs Alaska

+2% vs National
+7% vs Alaska

+2% vs National
+8% vs Alaska

+4% vs National



UNMATCHED INTRA-YEAR GAINS

Total Increase in Proficient Students
"At" & "Above" Benchmark Gains (Beginning of Year to End of Year)

2023-2024 2024-2025 2025-2026

+26%

KPBSD

+21%

Alaska

+14%

Nat.

+24%

KPBSD

+15%

Alaska

+15%

Nat.

+21%

KPBSD

+16%

Alaska

+14%

Nat.



Drivers of Proficiency Acceleration

Consistent Acceleration

• Over 20% intra-year 
proficiency growth annually

Widening the Lead
• Outpacing national 

proficiency gains constantly

Instructional Impact
• Strong instruction
• Core Knowledge Language 

Arts (CKLA) Curriculum
• Interventions implemented 

according to District 
Reading Improvement Plan



Key Takeaways

Longitudinal Progress
Consistent three-year proficiency growth

Instructional Impact
Highest intra-year literacy growth

Risk Mitigation
Accelerated reduction in non-proficient students

Sustained Leadership
Consistently surpassing state and national benchmarks



UNDERSTANDING THE ASSESSMENT FRAMEWORK

Measuring Student Reading Growth

Focused Support Group At or Above Benchmark
Combines Well Below and Below 
Benchmark scores at assessment start

Target for intensive instruction and intervention to 
move students in benchmark status by End of Year

Combines At Benchmark and Above 
Benchmark proficient scores

Primary goal to maximize the proportion of students 
achieving grade-level milestones



District-Wide Literacy Growth Highlights

+47%
Kindergarten Annual Growth

52%
Higher Grade 1 Entry Benchmark

72%
Peak End of Year Achievement

Massive Progress from 25% at 
Beginning of Year to 72% at End of 
Year in 2025-26

Entering Grade 1 benchmark scores 
surged from 22% in 2023-24 to 52% in 
2025-26

Both Kindergarten and Grade 1 
reached 72% At or Above Benchmark 
by End of Year 2025-2026



GRADE LEVEL BREAKDOWN

Kindergarten Assessment Trends

2023–2024 School Year +32% Annual Growth
Beginning of Year

End of Year

2024–2025 School Year +52% Annual Growth
Beginning of Year

End of Year

2025–2026 School Year +47% Annual Growth
Beginning of Year

End of Year

2026–2027 School Year Beginning of Year Baseline Established
Beginning of Year

83% Needs Support 17%

51% 49% At or Above Benchmark

81% Needs Support 19%

29% 71% At or Above Benchmark

75% Needs Support 25%

28% 72% At or Above Benchmark

76% Needs Support 24% At/Above



GRADE LEVEL BREAKDOWN

Grade 1 Assessment Trends

2023–2024 School Year +43% Annual Growth
Beginning of Year

End of Year

2024–2025 School Year +23% Annual Growth
Beginning of Year

End of Year

2025–2026 School Year +20% Annual Growth
Beginning of Year

End of Year

2026–2027 School Year 50% High Benchmark Entry Sustained
Beginning of Year

78% Needs Support 22%

35% 65% At or Above Benchmark

55% Needs Support 45%

32% 68% At or Above Benchmark

48% Needs Support 52%

28% 72% At or Above Benchmark

50% Needs Support 50% At/Above



GRADE LEVEL BREAKDOWN

Grade 2 Assessment Trends

2023–2024 School Year +21% Annual Growth
Beginning of Year

End of Year

2024–2025 School Year +17% Annual Growth
Beginning of Year

End of Year

2025–2026 School Year +12% Annual Growth
Beginning of Year

End of Year

2026–2027 School Year 51% Majority Entry Benchmark Preserved
Beginning of Year

54% Needs Support 46%

33% 67% At or Above Benchmark

53% Needs Support 47%

36% 64% At or Above Benchmark

45% Needs Support 55%

33% 67% At or Above Benchmark

49% Needs Support 51% At/Above



GRADE LEVEL BREAKDOWN

Grade 3 Assessment Trends

2023–2024 School Year +14% Annual Growth
Beginning of Year

End of Year

2024–2025 School Year +14% Annual Growth
Beginning of Year

End of Year

2025–2026 School Year +13% Annual Growth
Beginning of Year

End of Year

2026–2027 School Year Record Entry High: 60% At/Above Benchmark
Beginning of Year

54% Needs Support 46%

40% 60% At or Above Benchmark

45% Needs Support 55%

41% 59% At or Above Benchmark

44% Needs Support 56%

41% 59% At or Above Benchmark

40% Needs Support 60% At/Above



Grade Level 2023–24 Entry 2024–25 Entry 2025–26 Entry 2026–27 Entry 4-Year Entry Trend

Kindergarten 17% 19% 25% 24% +7% Baseline Lift

Grade 1 22% 45% 52% 50% +28% Major Surge

Grade 2 46% 47% 55% 51% +5% Sustained Majority

Grade 3 46% 55% 56% 60% +14% Record High

4-YEAR MULTI-COHORT ANALYSIS

2026–2027 Beginning of Year Entry Readiness Comparison

Kindergarten

24% (+7% vs 23-24)

Steady Baseline:
Entering readiness remains 
significantly higher than the 17% 
baseline in 2023-24

Grade 1

50% (+28% vs 23-24)

Sustained Lift:
Half of entering Grade 1 students 
are proficient compared to just 
22% four years ago

Grade 2

51% (+5% vs 23-24)

Majority Benchmark:
Maintains majority benchmark 
entry (51%) for the second 
consecutive year

Grade 3

60% (+14% vs 23-24)

All-time High:
Reaches 60% entering proficiency. 
Highest Beginning of the year 
benchmark



Grade Level 2023–2024 End of Year 2024–2025 End of Year 2025–2026 End of Year 3-Year Achievement Trend

Kindergarten 49% 71% 72% +23% Surge

Grade 1 65% 68% 72% +7% Steady Gain

Grade 2 67% 64% 67% High Baseline (~67%)

Grade 3 60% 59% 59% Solid Foundation (~59%)

COMPARATIVE TREND ANALYSIS

End of Year Benchmark Comparison



GROWTH SUMMARY

Literacy Trends

Accelerated Early Growth

Kindergarten and Grade 1 achieved 
extraordinary single-year gains, 
reaching up to +52% proficiency 
growth from Beginning to End of Year

Rising Entry Readiness

Multi-year instructional focus significantly 
elevated entry scores: Grade 1 entry 
proficiency surged from 22% in 2023–24 
to 50% in 2026–27

Record Upper Grade Baseline

Grade 3 achieved a record-high 60% 
Beginning of Year proficiency rate in 
2026–27, reflecting stronger foundational 
preparation across all preceding grades



Questions?
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